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First Polish Airship 

Every generation has airspace 

dreams. For my son born in 1987, it 

was the first views from telescope 

Hubble. For me born in 1962, it was 

the first step on the moon. For my 

parents born in the mid-1930s, it was 

Sputnik and Gagarin. For my Książyk 

grandfather born in 1910, it was all 

about ace-of-aces pilots of WWI, long 

distance flight records and giant 

airships. 

Poland had recovered Independence 

in November 1918. During the early 

1920s, this country wanted to build a 

significant air force capacity. At this 

time, airships were considered 

important equipment for observation 

and radio transmission. 

Lech was the first airship (sterowiec) 

in Poland. In 1922, his arrival was 

widely reported in the media. Lech 

was based in Toruń and began 

service in 1923. In Warsaw, all the 

kids were expecting a flight over the 

city. We don’t know if Lech flew over 

Warsaw before 1926 as reported by 

the newspapers.  

https://ksiazyk.com/Zag-the-Dog/
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▲ Lech flying over the Royal Castle in Warsaw – 1926. 
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War Memory 

 

In 1923, the memory of WWI was not far behind and Lech 

was welcome as some kind of patriotic revenge.   

Warsaw was bombed several times from September 

1914 to August 1915, first by the Germans, then by the 

Russians. Observed at 5am on 26 September 1914, the 

first bombing was sent from a German airship. This 

attack caused a general panic. At this time, the 

population of Warsaw knew about the previous bombing 

of Liege and Anvers by German Zeppelins. People were 

aware of the devastation consequences. In Warsaw, 

more than 80 people died from planes and Zeppelin 

bombings. The Russian attacks killed one.   

For the Poles, Lech was now sending a strong signal to 

the resentful Germans and the aggressive Russians.   

Postcard of German propaganda 

picturing a fictional bombing of Warsaw. 

A Zeppelin is flying above the city.  

German airship attacking Warsaw. Postcard from a watercolour of Hans Rudolf Schulz. 

 

https://ksiazyk.com/Zag-the-Dog/


  

 

LECH 

ksiazyk.com 

  

In 1923, the terror of the 1914 bombing was the memory of the Warsaw population. Still, airships were 

had a fascinating modernity. They were considered as a significant advantage in the battlefield, praised 

as reliable platforms for radio transmission and welcomed as the future of air transport.  

Żołnierz Polski - R. 5, nr 45 (11 listopada 1923) = nr 377.  

https://ksiazyk.com/Zag-the-Dog/
https://polona.pl/item/zolnierz-polski-pismo-poswiecone-czynowi-i-doli-zolnierza-polskiego-r-5-nr-45-11,NjA3OTc0OTM/8/#info:metadata
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April 1923 - Speed record expected from the new airship 

A. Bornera (statek powietrzny), a giant that will take 300 

persons from Hamburg to New York in just 45 hours - 

Tygodnik Illustrowany 28 kwietnia 1923.  

August 1923 – The U.S. is developing an 

impressive airship capacity for both military 

and civilian purposes - Tygodnik Illustrowany 

11 sierpnia 1923. 

Air Conquest 

 

We should keep in mind that until the 

Hindenburg disaster (1937), airships were 

considered as fully fledged participants to the 

air conquest. During the interwar, they were 

even presented as the future of air transport. 

Regularly, newspapers reported new speed 

records above oceans and between 

continents.  For children coming of age after 

WWI, the competition between planes and 

airships was exciting and captivating.  

Around the Książyk diner table there were 

fierce debates between the pros and cons. 

The two boys and their Dad promoted the 

modernity of air transport. Małgorzata and 

Mom claimed that there was no equivalent 

to the comfort of sea crossing. Such 

discussions had no point whatsoever since 

the family had no other travel experience 

than train across Poland.   

 

https://ksiazyk.com/Zag-the-Dog/
https://polona.pl/item/tygodnik-illustrowany-r-64-nr-18-28-kwietnia-1923,Nzk5NzUxNw/14/#info:metadata
https://polona.pl/item/tygodnik-illustrowany-r-64-nr-33-11-sierpnia-1923,Nzk5NzUzMg/9/#info:metadata
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Flying Toy 

 

In 1923, the Książyk Family was living ul Zielna in 

the busy shopping of downtown Warsaw. Nearby, 

there was a toy store frequently visited by the two 

boys. Just before Christmas this same year, the 

shop displayed a scale model of Lech.   

We suspect that this Lech toy model was inspired 

by fancy airship toys of the time. Made in metal, 

they were fantasy replicas of existing dirigibles. 

Many of them had wheels. Some were propelled 

by a key system or moved with a hanging pulley.  

In this little shop of Warsaw, the miniature Lech 

airship was floating in the air. Made in wood by a 

local artisan, this toy had the distinctive 

checkerboard logo of the Polish Air Force. Two 

tiny figurines were on board. The shopkeeper 

explained that an adjustable string system 

(similar to a clothesline) allowed the airship to 

navigate to-and-fro between two walls. The price 

sounded quite fair as a locally produced item. 
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Still, the early 1920s were a time of hardship. 

Poland was plagued by uncontrolled inflation 

and mass unemployment. People were 

struggling to keep afloat with sporadic 

shortages and frequent power cuts. As for 

many other families, the budget of the Książyk 

household was under permanent constraint.  

Deploying the best of their persuasive talent, 

the boys made the case of mini Lech. With kid 

words, they insisted that this toy reflected the 

pride of Poland, a newcoming nation in 

European airspace. The boys insisted on the 

educational value of such modern “game”. 

Then came the final argument: they pledged to 

decline any other present for Mikołajki and 

Christmas. 

 

Actually, Walenty had been sensitive to the 

“made in Poland” rationale. After a mild 

resistance, he couldn’t resist any longer to 

the patriotic appeal of Lech. Moreover, this 

toy aligned on the rules and principles set 

by the family: a toy should be robust 

enough to survive, interesting for all ages 

with a collective interest. 

Since the shopkeeper was a friend, he 

arranged a small markdown for this 

extravagant purchase. Mini Lech 

performed successfully a maiden flight from 

the store to the Książyk home.  
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We made this miniature Lech toy from the newspapers pictures of Lech between 1922 and 1926. The 

size fits the environment of our 1:12 scale dollhouse. The structure is the spare wood button of a 

vintage duffle-coat. The fins and the propeller are from the metal container of a tea candle. The wood 

mounted pod is made with balsa and a matchstick. The metal propeller rotates. Miniature Lech can 

also stand.  

https://ksiazyk.com/Zag-the-Dog/
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Our miniature Lech is “finger painted” to look like an antique toy of the 1920s. This 

work in progress since many details are still missing: the name of the airship, the 

distinctive checkerboard symbol of the Polish Air Force, as well as some removable 

ballasts.  Last but not least, we must add two tiny crew members.   
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In Toruń, Sławomir Intek makes exclusive scale models of Lech in stained-glass. Every model 

is unique. We warmly recommend a visit to his gallery Pracownia Witraży INTEK-ART. To date, 

this is the best existing scale design of this Polish airship.   

https://ksiazyk.com/Zag-the-Dog/
https://intekart.pl/galeria/ekstra-unikaty/#jp-carousel-1214


  

 

LECH 

ksiazyk.com 

 

 

 

 

Navigating the Bedroom 

 

The airship replica entered the Książyk house 

for Christmas 1923. Lech began service with 

observation missions over the beds. 

Regularly, new bedroom routes were added to 

change the theatre of war. Hammer in hand, 

Pułkownik Walenty supervised the conduct of 

all new missions. 

 ©Ksiazyk 

 

The other residents of the house were less 

enthusiast. Jozefa complained that the walls 

of the boys bedroom looked like a slice of 

bundz (a Polish cheese made from sheep 

milk). In the adjacent bedroom, Małgorzata 

was disturbed by a chorus of engine noises. 

Zag the dog was somewhat jealous that a 

flying wood sausage could capture so much 

attention.  
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