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o ur KsiŃŨyk Grandfather was 16 when he came in France in May 1926, just after "the 

events" in Warsaw. This safety trip was planned for a 

few weeks but at the end of the Summer, the family 

established in France definitively.  

  

As a Pole, our Grandfather was surprized by the small 

size and distinctive taste of pickles in France. From a 

French perspective, "smaller is better" and cornichons 

fins (mini pickles) are enjoyed for their top quality. Some 

top-end brands sell pickles no larger than a pencil.   

 

Our Dollhouse story pictures the kitchen in the KsiŃŨyk 

house during Summer 1915 in Poland. At this time, our 

Grandfather was 5. All his life, he would keep the fond 

memory of the "pickles season" with his Grandmother.   
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Pickles are small cucumbers harvested before full 

maturity.  However, gherkin are a specific variety of 

small cucurbits (cucurbitaceae) that perfectionists 

consider to be the real pickles. Whatever their 

names, there are more than 100 different varieties 

of cucumbers, big and small. 

 

The size of Polish pickles is impressive. Some of 

them are so big that you cannot even close your 

fingers around. The usual word for pickles 

is og·rek (pl. og·rki). Korniszon, from the French 

word ñcornichonsò is also used for small og·rki.  

 

According to the Central Statistical Office, a Pole 

eats more than 6 kg pickles every year. The 

average consumption per person and per year is 

400g in France and 3.6 kg (8,5 lbs) in the US.   

 

Pickles are very important in Polish gastronomy. 

They are the best friends of vodka and a popular 

saying can translates into ôone pickle jar a day 

keeps the hangover awayô. There is no kielbasa 

(sausage) without pickles and the smelling of this 

couple is a common in trains or buses. Pickles are 

also necessary to survive a smalec experience 

(pork fat spread on bread). 
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